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CHINA: SOME DATA AND AMBITIONS

SILK ROAD: WHAT IS IT? WHERE IS IT? 

POTENTIAL EFFECTS IN EUROPE, 
GERMANY AND HAMBURG: SCOPE AND
LIMITS

Structure



BTW: China Today is
world´s No 1 in PPP 
adjusted GDP...

http://cdn.theatlantic.com/static/mt/assets/business/Screen%20Shot%202012-06-20%20at%209.37.55%20AM.png
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https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2012/06/the-economic-history-of-the-last-2000-years-part-iii/258877/
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Birth rates:
international comparision
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Data source: Worldbank, 08. Mai 2015 http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN
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http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN


The chinese population structure

https://www.motherjones.com/kevin-drum/2011/01/demographics-and-destiny/
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Export of Goods and Services 
in current US$, intern. Comparision

Data Sources: World Bank https://data.worldbank.org last updated: 12.09.2018
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https://data.worldbank.org/


Gross investments, 1982-2014 
(in Bn US-Dollar)

Ansar, B. Flyvbjerg, A. 
Budzier, D. Lunn (2016), Does 
infrastructure investment lead 
to economic growth or 
economic fragility? Evidence 
from China, in: Oxford Review 
of Economic Policy, Volume 
32, Number 3, 2016, pp. 360–
390 
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Infrastructure in China
presence and future

Source: McKinsey, https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/winning-in-emerging-markets/chinese-infrastructure-the-big-picture, vom 8.7.2018
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https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/winning-in-emerging-markets/chinese-infrastructure-the-big-picture


Belt & Road-Initiative, Quelle: 
https://supchina.com/2017/06/20/belt-road-
chinas-project-century/. 

2011: US Foreign Minister Hillary Clinton calls for a 

„New Silk Road ... A network of economic and transport

connections ... A vision for the 21st century“ “ 

September, 7th 2013 : China´s president Xi Jinping

announces the „Economic Belt Silk Road“(Astana/ 

Nursultan, Kasachstan)

and the „Maritime Silkroad of the 21st 

century“(Jakarta, Indonesia) as the new Phase of the

economic policy of Chinas

March 2015: Boao Economic Forum „Asia´s new future: 

the pathway to a cooperative common destiny“:

Action plan „Visions and Actions for collectively

constructing the New Silk road “
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Implicit
- Safeguadring
provision
- Preserving
- Securing
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BRI Action plan includes
- Streets, railways, waterways, harbours and airports
- Maglev- und space technology
- Integration of energy infrastructure

- oil and gas pipelines
- coal -, water-, und nuclear power stations, fusion power plants

- Cross-border Special Economic Zones
- New Cities
- Centers of science and research
- Modern, automated industries
- Investment volume of 1-8 trillion (GDP EU 2017: 19,9 trillion USD)
- alternative international financial system: 

- Silk Road Fund (>55 bn USD) and
- Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB, funded

in 2015 > 100 bn USD)
- China Development Bank (ADB), 
- Export-Import Bank

- Alternative regulation system
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à A global integrating development concept

10.04.19 14https://www.merics.org/sites/default/files/2018-06/MERICS_Silk_Road_v8_0.jpg
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Global Innovation Index

https://www.globalinnovationindex.org/analysis-indicator, 

Aufruf vom 25.6.2018
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The Top Ten Home countries 
of Patent applications, 2016–2017

Source: http://www.wipo.int/edocs/infogdocs/en/ipfactsandfigures2017/
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http://www.wipo.int/edocs/infogdocs/en/ipfactsandfigures2017/


TOP Ten Enterprises 
with most patent applications

Source: http://www.wipo.int/edocs/infogdocs/en/ipfactsandfigures2017/
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Cultural 
Impact: 
International 
Ranking

Quelle: US News Best Countries Ranking, 

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-

countries/influence-full-list
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https://www.theactivetimes.com/countries-richest-cultural-heritage/slide-10, Aufruf vom 27.7.2018

International ranking of cultural heritage

Data and ambitions The BRI concept Potential Effects

https://www.theactivetimes.com/countries-richest-cultural-heritage/slide-10


China´s GDP and Olympic medals,
1992–2016

Source: https://chinapower.csis.org/dominant-china-olympic-games/
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https://chinapower.csis.org/dominant-china-olympic-games/


Criticism on BRI
- Running counter (to the EU agenda for) liberalizing trade

- Transparency issues: biddings are kept closed and nontransparent, circumventing EU 
regulations

- Pushes the balance of power in favor of subsidized Chinese companies

- Debt trap: Future debt problems and dependency for target countries

- Memorandum of understanding including respect on chinese military interest, for example

- Dominance versus cooperation, „One-way“ versus „win-win“

- CHINESE CRITIQUE: “Flashy” Spending Abroad
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European political attitudes
Germany: Trade and Invest promotion agency starts a initiative of information, but:
- „German construction industry badly positioned for mega infrastructure constructions“
- „Hermes“-export guarantees hardly available in many silk road contries“

Contract of governing coalition: „China´s economic development is especially for the German economy a 
great chance. The Silk road initiative of China is exemplary for chances and risks. We want to develop an 
european answer, in order to protect our interests, and in order to better equipe und focus german and
european financing instruments.“

Italy: BRI-China-Taskforce in ministry of Economy, organisation of successful conference in Rome

Austria, programm of the government, 2017-2022: 
„We want to make sure, that large international und geo-strategic infrastructure projects as ... the Silk road
project do not pass by Austria, but that we as a hub are part of it.“

EU: Connectivity Strategy
- A „sustainable, comprehensive and rules-based approach” towards Euro-Asian connectivity covering all 
modes of transport links including land, sea and air as well as digital and energy links. 
- Covering people-to-people connectivity by way of cooperation in the fields of research, tourism, culture, 
innovation and education. 
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Countries engaging with BRI

24

Source: UNDP (2017) Global Governance Report 
http://www.cn.undp.org/content/china/en/home/library/south-south-cooperation/a-new-
means-to-transformative-global-governance-towards-sustaina.html
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+ Italy, Portugal, Tchec Rep., 
Greece, Malta, ... 



https://www.hafen-hamburg.de/de/statistiken/containerumschlag

Hamburg: Das Verfahren um den Mittleren Hafen I
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Hamburg: Mittlerer Hafen

• Markterkundungsverfahren : 
Ergebnis 2017-07-13 veröffentlicht. CCCC-ZPMC Terminal-Konzept 
gewinnt den Ersten Preis.
• Central Business District
• Automatisierte Container-Terminal (mit 500.000 TEU Umschlagskapazität

• Logistik Park 
• Automatisierte Fabrikationsanlagen.

• Realisierung/ Ausschreibung noch unklar
• HPA kümmert sich um Herrichtung der Flächen zwecks Verkürzung 

Time to market
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http://www.porteconomics.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2018-Top15-container-ports-in-Europe-in-2017-Notteboom.png

In April 2016, following an open international public tender process, the Hellenic Republic Asset Development Fund and COSCO HK 
Purchase Agreement for the acquisition of 51% in the share capital of PPA. 
In June 2017, Memorandum of Understanding was signed between PPA S.A. and Shanghai International Port Group, which highlights
Piraeus in the global port industry and especially on the silk road.
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Ein Plädoyer für mehr Selbstvertrauen I: 
Nullsummenspiel oder win-win-strategy



Ein Plädoyer für mehr Selbstvertrauen II: 
Grenzen der Industriepolitik 

• Wer bestimmt Existenz und Ursachen eines Marktversagen?
• Infomängel? 
• Kapitalmarktrestriktionen?

• Identifizierung der Sektoren, Prinzip der Komparativen Kosten

• Mangelhafte Reversibilität

• Positiver Barwert der Politik?

• Gibt es auch Staatsversagen?
Präsident des Familienunternehmerverbandes, Reinhold von Eben-Worlée,



Quelle: Bundesbank

Ein Plädoyer für mehr Selbstvertrauen IIIa: 
Bilanz der Direktinvestitionen
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https://www.bundesbank.de/resource/blob/729620/6a6a0d29
e8a6a9937a4c580132f5161c/mL/statso10-2018-data.pdf
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Ein Plädoyer für mehr Selbstvertrauen IVa: 
Bilanz der Direktinvestitionen

https://www.bundesbank.de/resource/blob/729620/6a6a0d29
e8a6a9937a4c580132f5161c/mL/statso10-2018-data.pdf



Market economy

Wolfgang Maennig: 

Der letzte deutsche 
VWL-Professor, der 

an den Markt 
glaubt!

Ein Plädoyer für mehr Selbstvertrauen III:
Soziale Marktwirtschaft bleibt die beste Lösung



Summary
- China probably the world´s leading economy for the next 100 years

- China demanding a (decent) political, military, innovative, academic, cultural, athletic ... leadership
position

- „New Silk Road“ a constitutive element of an integral Chinese development strategy

- Silk road itself (one of?) the largest investment project of human mankind

- Agglomerations near to hubs of Silk road may enjoy significant increases in population, density, 
productivity and income

- Regions apart from Silk road may suffer

- Blocking chinese investments will not help; a competition for chinese investments will emerge. EU/ 
Germany/ Hamburg should look for a close cooperation

- We should have more self-confidence and more trust into the power of market economies!



Raw data:

www.destatis.de
Deutsche Bundesbank
de.statista.com

Thank You for Your attention/

Data sources and literature

https://www.destatis.de/EN/Homepage.html
https://www.destatis.de/EN/Homepage.html

